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Welcome to the Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music 
at Kennesaw State University 
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future 
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music. 
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance, 
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology, 
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the 
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
 
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from 
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective 
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
 
KSU Bailey School of Music has a long-standing tradition of 
student ensemble performances at state, regional, and national 
music conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured 
at prestigious conferences throughout the country, including the 
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization, 
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band 
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors 
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
 
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are 
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who 
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU Bailey School of Music is a 
leader in music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
 
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured, 
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
 
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA 
Interim Director, Bailey School of Music
2020-2021
Selections to be announced from the stage.
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A native of Conyers, Ga., Sam Skelton has been active in the Atlanta music 
scene for well over three decades. Mr. Skelton graduated summa cum laude 
from Georgia State University (GSU) with a degree in jazz studies. During his 
course of study at GSU, Sam was a Montgomery Music Scholar and a two-time 
fellowship recipient to the Aspen Music Festival. He continued his saxophone 
studies with Kenneth Radnofsky at Boston University in 1991, focusing on 
classical saxophone and music education. Other teachers include David and 
James “Dub” Hudson and Jeff Benedict.
Sam is currently Director of Jazz Studies and Senior Lecturer in Saxophone at 
Kennesaw State University. He is also Artistic Director of GSO Jazz and GYSO 
Jazz. Sam served as Professor of Saxophone at Georgia State University from 
1991 to 2004, Jazz Ensemble Director at Georgia Tech from 2002-2004, and 
Artist-in-Residence at the University of Georgia Jazz Department. He also 
served as Visiting Professor of Saxophone at Furman University 2001-2002. 
Professional associations include: The Jazz Educators Network, Georgia 
Music Educators Association, Georgia Association of Jazz Educators, National 
Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (voting member) and the American 
Federation of Musicians. For his contributions to the city’s cultural life, Atlanta 
Public Broadcasting named him a “Lexus Leader in the Arts” in 2003. Sam is 
proud to be a Conn-Selmer and D’Addario Artist.
Biographies
Luke Weathington
Alabama native Luke Weathington has been active on the Atlanta music scene for a 
decade. Weathington graduated from Kennesaw State University with a degree in 
saxophone performance in 2012, and graduated from Georgia State University with a 
degree in jazz studies in 2015.  
As a woodwind doubler, Weathington is well versed in many genres of music.  His 
ability to play saxophone, clarinet, and flute has kept him very busy in musical theaters 
around Atlanta, most notably the Fox Theatre, Alliance Theatre, Lyric Theatre, and City 
Springs Theatre. 
As a sideman, Weathington has had the pleasure of performing with: The 
Temptations, The Glen Miller Orchestra, John Driskell Hopkins, Omid, Johnnie 
Mathis, Carmen Bradford, Francine Reed, Freddie Cole, Jackie Burnes, Alan Vache, 
Matt Cattigub, The Macon Pops Orchestra, The Cobb Symphony Orchestra Jazz, Joe 
Gransden’s Big Band, Atlanta All-Star Big Band, Atlanta Latin Jazz Orchestra, The 
Douglas Cameron Orchestra, and The Due West Celebration Orchestra.
Weathington is proud to be a member of the Georgia Symphony Orchestra Jazz! 
since 2013, as well as a founding member of the original big band music group Rebel 
Big Band.
Luke Weathington is currently Artist-in-Residence at Kennesaw State University and 
a member of the Parliament Faculty Jazz Ensemble, as well as the Faculty/Student 
Combo that has performed at notable jazz clubs in Atlanta.  He also served as 
Professor of Woodwinds at Miles College, and is a proud member of the Atlanta 
Federation of Musicians.  
Tyrone Jackson
Born in the New Orleans cradle of jazz, Jackson embodies the spirit of the Crescent 
City. The blends of jazz, funk and Afro-Caribbean melodies are ever present in his 
work. Jackson has composed original music for Pulitzer Prize-winning author Natasha 
Tretheway’s book of poems, Native Guard, turned theatrical play at the Alliance 
Theatre. He has also composed for Pearl Clege’s play, Tell Me My Dream, and this past 
season’s success story, Ethel.
Jackson’s latest CD, Melody in Nede, is his third solo release. He has also recorded 
Dedicated, and second CD, Another Voyage, with label Hot Shoe Records. His songs 
are currently played with much acclaim to worldwide audiences on XM 70 Satellite 
radio. Jackson was also featured in Jazziz Magazine and several articles in the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Currently Tyrone Jackson is a professor at Kennesaw State University where he is 
Lecturer of Jazz Piano and teaches a myriad of classes including: Jazz Improvisation I, 




Justin Chesarek is all about swing. It’s what drives him, it’s what makes him 
strike drum heads with well-composed intensity, and it’s why some of the best 
jazz musicians in Atlanta keep him on call. Since arriving in Atlanta in 2008, 
Justin Chesarek, a transplant from rural Pennsylvania, has made quite a name 
for himself.
He isn’t your average session drummer. While regularly playing gigs with Gary 
Motley, Laura Coyle, and Gordon Vernick, Justin also flexes his composing 
muscles with his group The Tree-O of Love, who maintain a regular Wednesday 
night gig at Churchill Grounds, Atlanta’s premier jazz club. Pulling diverse 
influences from jazz, classical, rock, and world music, Justin writes and plays 
music with emotion, putting his artistry and talent in every note and beat he 
comes across. The end product is jazz—the virtuosity of Bebop, the soul and 
funkiness of the early days of Fusion—and a retro-modern mindset oozing 
with musicality and a beat that gets the inner ear thumpin’. Justin believes that 
composing as a drummer allows him to supply more of a concept of drums 
in melody, and gives him the opportunity to inject different rhythms and 
colors. Consorting with members of jazz royalty including Houston Person, 
Jerry Bergonzi, and Johnny O’Neal, just to name a few, he is regularly asked to 
perform with some of the biggest names around. 
A graduate of Slippery Rock University in Slippery Rock, Pa., Justin holds a 
Bachelor of Music in Education. Under the direction of Dr. Stephen Hawk, 
Justin toured Europe for two weeks, making appearances at the Montreaux 
Jazz Festival and the North Sea Jazz Festival. He completed his Master of Music 
in Jazz Studies program in 2010 at Georgia State University, and currently 
teaches at Emory University and Kennesaw State University.
[Biographies, continued]
Wes Funderburk
Wes Funderburk has performed across the United States and Europe and is 
currently one of the most sought-after trombonists and arrangers in Atlanta and 
the Southeast. He is the author of Funderbone.com and the inventor of Blog 
Songs! Wes has written, performed and recorded with a wide array of national and 
internationally-renowned artists including John Driskell Hopkins, the Stiletto Brass 
Quintet, Jennifer Holliday, Band of Horses, Jermaine Dupri, Cee Lo, Natalie Cole, 
and more. 
Wes’ recording credits include: So So Def Records, Atlantic Records, Verve Records, 
Colombia Records, Universal Records, Arista Records, Giant Step Records, the 
Cartoon Network and the Weather Channel. His arranging credits include music 
for Russell Gunn’s Krunk Jazz Orchestra, Jennifer Holliday, Ben van Dijk, Natalie 
Cole, Joe Gransden Big Band, the Georgia Brass Band, the Atlanta Jazz Orchestra, 
Kennesaw State University Jazz Ensemble, Georgia State University Jazz Ensemble 
and Brass band, the Piedmont Trombone Society and the Tempest Little Big Band. 
Wes is also the leader and co-founder of the Funderhorns, a freelance commercial 
horn section that has recorded in some of the finest recording studios in the country.
In 2007, Wes joined the faculty at Kennesaw State University as a Jazz Band Director, 
and in 2010 joined the faculty at Georgia State University as Visiting Lecturer in 
Jazz Studies. Wes earned his bachelor’s degree in trombone performance from the 
University of North Florida and his master’s degree in trombone performance with a 
concentration in jazz studies from Georgia State University.
Wes has served as a governor for the Atlanta chapter of the Recording Academy 
and a clinician and performing artist for Rath trombones.
[Biographies, continued]
Trey Wright
Trey Wright is a jazz guitarist, composer, and recording artist based in Roswell, Ga. 
Trey spent his formative years as a musician in Athens performing with the jazz 
quartet Squat, a six-time winner of Best Jazz Band at the Flagpole Athens Music 
Awards and a featured artist at the Atlanta Jazz Festival, Bel Chere, the Twilight 
Athens Jazz Festival, the Cherry Blossom Festival, Harvest Midtown, and Athfest.  
Several of Trey’s compositions with the group have received international airplay and 
have been featured on Sirius radio and NPR’s All Things Considered.
Trey also performs freelance in the Athens and Atlanta area, and has performed with 
Yellowjackets bassist Jimmy Haslip, John Patitucci, Joe Lovano, Corey Christiansen 
and Darmon Meader of the New York Voices. Trey has performed at the Montreux 
Jazz Festival; Jazz A Vienne; the International Festival of University Theatre of 
Casablanca Morocco; the World Sacred Music Festival in Bangalore, India; and in 
Montepulciano, Italy.  As a solo guitarist and with his trio, Trey has been a featured 
performer at the Athens Music and Arts Festival, the Athens Jazz Festival, the Lake 
Oconee Jazz Festival, and the Atlanta Jazz Festival. In early 2008, he began playing 
with the Georgia Symphony Jazz Orchestra. 
In December of 2002, Trey earned a Master of Music degree in jazz studies at 
Georgia State University. He currently teaches a myriad of classes at Kennesaw State 
University. He has also taught at LaGrange College, Gainesville College, the Atlanta 
Institute of Music and Media, and was a Jazz Artist-in-Residence at the University of 
Georgia.  From 2011-2016 Trey wrote a column, Jazz Harmony for the Guitar, for the 
quarterly print magazine Just Jazz Guitar.
Learn more: www.treywright.com
Rob Optiz
Rob Opitz is Artist-In-Residence in Jazz Trumpet at Kennesaw State University. In 
addition to his duties at KSU, he is a busy performer, clinician, and educator. Rob is 
the founder and director of the Atlanta Latin Jazz Orchestra. 
Rob performs regularly throughout the Southeast and Midwest.  He is sought after as 
a trumpet artist, educator, clinician, and adjudicator. Rob has appeared as a sideman 
with the following international musicians: Tito Puente, Noel Gallagher’s High Flying 
Birds, Dennis Edwards and the Temptations Review, Under the Streetlamp, Claudio 
Roditi, Robbie DuPree, Diane Schuur, and many more.
Rob appears locally with artists like Orquesta MaCuba, Yacht Rock Revue, the 
Georgia Symphony Orchestra Jazz Ensemble, The Joe Gransden Big Band, Gwen 
Hughes, Kingsized, US Beat, Atlanta Beat, Rupert’s Orchestra, Shimmer Band, Perfect 
10, and more. 
[Biographies, continued]
Marc Miller
Marc Miller joined Kennesaw State University in 2010. Starting on tuba in 
elementary school, he picked up electric bass in middle school and double 
bass in college. Studying under Melanie Punter and Bill Peterson, Marc 
completed his bachelor’s degree at Florida State University in jazz studies. He 
then went on to study under John Fremgen and David Neuber at the University 
of Texas at Austin, completing his master’s degree in performance in 2002.
Marc has performed and recorded with many jazz artists, rock groups, tango, 
hip-hop, flamenco, salsa, and folk ensembles. While in Austin, he was a 
member of pioneering jazz group Blaze, winner of the Austin Music Awards 
Best Jazz Group for several years running. He has also performed with Bob 
Reynolds, Jason Marsalis,  Lizz Wright, Tim Hagans, Bob Brookmeyer, Wynton 
Marsalis, Marcus Printup, and Mike Stern.
Marc may be heard performing around town in a variety of ensembles, 
encompassing many genres of music. He is a regular member of the Trey 
Wright Trio and the Mace Hibbard Group, appearing on their most recent 
albums, as well as many other local jazz ensembles. Additionally, he performs 
with salsa groups Orquesta Macuba and Vecinos Del Mundo, pit orchestras at 
the Fox Theatre, The Atlanta Pops Orchestra, and many other local artists.
Karla Harris
Karla Harris, a St. Louis native, began singing jazz during college as a member 
of the St. Louis Jazz Quartet. In 2004, she moved to Portland, Oregon and was 
quickly embraced by that city’s vibrant jazz scene, performing regularly with 
the area’s celebrated artists at top venues and events such as the Portland 
Jazz Festival, Cathedral Park Jazz Festival and Newport Jazz Party. In 2012, she 
relocated to Atlanta. 
Karla has sung at jazz events and venues throughout the region including 
the Sarasota Jazz Festival, the Callanwolde Arts Festival, the Jazz Corner, the 
Palladium, Churchill Grounds, and headlined numerous shows at Downbeat 
Magazine’s top-rated Velvet Note Acoustic Living Room. In 2015, Karla released 
Karla Harris Sings the Dave and Iola Brubeck Songbook on Summit Records. Of 
the project, critics wrote: 
“A work of sheer elegance and distinction.” —Jazz da Gama
“The Brubecks would have been pleased.” —Jazziz Magazine
“A vocal artist with impeccable phrasing and the innate gift to have the band 
play with and not around her.” —Critical Jazz. 
Karla’s contemporary versions of Brubeck classics such as Take Five are played 
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